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woman, who, seeing him changed of colour, said to him, 'What did he ask thee, [may God confound] his hoariness?' So he acquainted her with the case and she said to
him, 'Fear not; I will bring thee forth of this [strait].' Quoth he, 'God requite thee with good!' And she said, 'To-morrow go to him with a stout heart and say, "The answer to
that whereof thou askest me is that thou put the heads of two staves into one of the holes; then take the other two staves and lay them across the middle of the first two and
stop with their heads the second hole and with their butts the fourth hole. Then take the butts of the first two staves and stop with them the third hole."' (232).? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?
? ? ec. Story of the Barber's Third Brother xxxii.? ? ? ? ? The folk witness bear of my worth and none can my virtues deny..33. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the
Barber-Surgeon dxxxiv.Merouzi (El) and Er Razi, ii. 28..16. Uns el Wujoud and the Vizier's Daughter Rose- in-bud cccxli.King Bihkerd, Story of, i. 121..Woman, The Thief
and the, i. 278..? ? ? ? ? Or if to me "I'm absent" thou sayest, "'Tis a lie," My heart replies, bewildered 'twixt doubt and certainty..Learned Man, Khelbes and his Wife and
the, i. 301..?THE SIXTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..73. The Miller and his Wife ccclxxxvii.The Lady Zubeideh answered him many words and the talk waxed amain
between them. At last the Khalif sat down at the heads of the pair and said, "By the tomb of the Apostle of God (may He bless and preserve him!) and the sepulchres of my
fathers and forefathers, whoso will tell me which of them died before the other, I will willingly give him a thousand dinars!" When Aboulhusn heard the Khalifs words, he
sprang up in haste and said, "I died first, O Commander of the Faithful! Hand over the thousand dinars and quit thine oath and the conjuration by which thou sworest." Then
Nuzhet el Fuad rose also and stood up before the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh, who both rejoiced in this and in their safety, and the princess chid her slave-girl. Then the
Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh gave them joy at their well-being and knew that this [pretended] death was a device to get the money; and the princess said to Nuzhet el
Fuad, "Thou shouldst have sought of me that which thou desiredst, without this fashion, and not have consumed my heart for thee." And she said, "Indeed, I was ashamed,
O my lady.".67. The Khalif El Hakim and the Merchant dcliii.Therewith King Shah Bekht rejoiced with an exceeding great joy and said, 'Praise be to God who hath delivered
me from yonder man and hath preserved me from the loss of the kingship and the cessation of prosperity from me!' So the affair of the vizier returned to order and
well-being and the king restored him to his place and advanced him in rank. Moreover, he assembled the folk who had missaid of him and destroyed them all, to the last
man. And how like," continued the vizier, "is this story unto that of myself and King Shah Bekht, with regard to that whereinto I am fallen of the changing of the king's heart
and his giving credence to others against me; but now is the righteousness of my dealing established in thine eyes, for that God the Most High hath inspired me with
wisdom and endowed thee with longanimity and patience [to hearken] from me unto that which He allotted unto those who had foregone us, till He hath shown forth my
innocence and made manifest unto thee the truth. For now the days are past, wherein it was avouched to the king that I should endeavour for the destruction of my soul,
(81) [to wit,] the month; and behold, the probation time is over and gone, and past is the season of evil and ceased, by the king's good fortune." Then he bowed his head
and was silent. (82).Then she changed the measure and the mode [and played] so that she amazed the wits of those who were present, and Queen Es Shuhba was moved
to mirth and said, 'Well done, O queen of delight!' Then she returned to the first mode and improvised the following verses on the water-lily:.? ? ? ? ? Yea, and black slaves
he proffered me and slave-girls big with child And steeds of price, with splendid arms and trappings rich bedight..?Story of King Bihkerd..When he was gone, the old man
bade the trooper wash the kitchen-vessels and made ready passing goodly food. When the king returned, he set the meat before him, and he tasted food whose like he had
never known; whereat he marvelled and asked who had dressed it. So they acquainted him with the old man's case and he summoned him to his presence and awarded
him a handsome recompense. (207) Moreover, he commanded that they should cook together, he and the cook, and the old man obeyed his commandment..Damascus
(Noureddin Ali of) and Sitt el Milah, iii. 3..? ? ? ? ? Saying, "Thy fill of union take; no spy is there on us, Whom we should fear, nor yet reproach our gladness may
abate.".Then they displayed Shehrzad in the third dress and the fourth and the fifth, and she became as she were a willow-wand or a thirsting gazelle, goodly of grace and
perfect of attributes, even as saith of her one in the following verses:.Fortune, Of the Uselessness of Endeavour against Persistent Ill, i. 70..? ? ? ? ? 'Twas not of wine that I
had drunk; her mouth's sweet honeyed dews It was intoxicated me with bliss and ravishment..? ? ? ? ? Thou whose desire possesseth my soul, the love of whom Hold on
my reins hath gotten and will not let me free,.Now he had with him nought wherewithal he might cover himself; so he wrapped himself up in one of the rugs of the mosque
[and abode thus till daybreak], when the Muezzins came and finding him sitting in that case, said to him, "O youth, what is this plight?" Quoth he, "I cast myself on your
hospitality, imploring your protection from a company of folk who seek to kill me unjustly and oppressively, without cause." And [one of] the Muezzin[s] said, "Be of good
heart and cheerful eye." Then he brought him old clothes and covered him withal; moreover, he set before him somewhat of meat and seeing upon him signs of gentle
breeding, said to him, "O my son, I grow old and desire thee of help, [in return for which] I will do away thy necessity." "Hearkening and obedience," answered Noureddin
and abode with the old man, who rested and took his ease, what while the youth [did his service in the mosque], celebrating the praises of God and calling the faithful to
prayer and lighting the lamps and filling the ewers (28) and sweeping and cleaning out the place..43. Ibn es Semmak and Er Reshid dlxviii.? ? ? ? ? e. King Dadbin and his
Viziers cccclv.Therewith Nuzhet el Fuad rejoiced and said, "Indeed, this is an excellent device." [Then Aboulhusn stretched himself out] forthright and she shut his eyes and
tied his feet and covered him with the kerchief and did what [else] her lord had bidden her; after which she rent her dress and uncovering her head, let down her hair and
went in to the Lady Zubeideh, crying out and weeping, When the princess saw her in this case, she said to her, "What plight is this [in which I see thee]? What is thy story
and what maketh thee weep?" And Nuzhet el Fuad answered, weeping and crying out the while, "O my lady, may thy head live and mayst thou survive Aboulhusn el Khelia!
For he is dead." The Lady Zubeideh mourned for him and said, "Alas for Aboulhusn el Khelia!" And she wept for him awhile. Then she bade her treasuress give Nuzhet el
Fuad a hundred dinars and a piece of silk and said to her, "O Nuzhet el Fuad, go, lay him out and carry him forth.".All this time, the young Damascene was hearkening, and
whiles he likened her voice to that of his slave-girl and whiles he put away from him this thought, and the damsel had no whit of knowledge of him. Then she broke out again
into song and chanted the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Were my affliction thine, love's anguish hadst thou dreed And in the flaming hell of long estrangement sighed..? ? ? ? ?
You swore you'd be faithful to us and our love, And true to your oath and your troth-plight were you;.? ? ? ? ? Thy letter reached me; when the words thou wrot'st therein I
read, My longing waxed and pain and woe redoubled on my head..? ? ? ? ? And if into the briny sea one day she chanced to spit, Assuredly the salt sea's floods straight
fresh and sweet would grow..Then she wept till her voice rose high and her lamentation was discovered [to those without]; after which she again began to drink and plying
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the old man with wine, sang the following verses:.Presently, the king arose from the wine-chamber and taking his wife by the hand, repaired with her to the chamber in
which he slept. He opened the door and entering, saw the youth lying on the bed, whereupon he turned to his wife and said to her, "What doth this youth here? This fellow
cometh not hither but on thine account." Quoth she, "I have no knowledge of him." With this, the youth awoke and seeing the king, sprang up and prostrated himself before
him, and Azadbekht said to him, "O vile of origin, (102) O lack-loyalty, what hath prompted thee to outrage my dwelling?" And he bade imprison him in one place and the
woman in another..2. The Fisherman and the Genie viii.17. The Merchant of Oman cccliv.? ? ? ? ? i. The Spider and the Wind dcxv.Then he gave the cup to the Khalif,
saying, "Drink [and may] health and soundness [attend it]! It doth away disease and bringeth healing and setteth the runnels of health abroach.".? ? ? ? ? q. The Lady and
her five Suitors dxciii.By Allah, come ye forth to me, for lo, I'm come to you I May he who's wronged the victory get and God defend the right! (70).? ? ? ? ? j. King Suleiman
Shah and his Sons cccclxxv.To return to his sister Selma. She awaited him till the last of the day, but he came not; and she awaited him a second day and a third and a
fourth, yet there came no news of him, wherefore she wept and beat with her hands on her breast and bethought her of her affair and her strangerhood and her brother's
absence; and she recited the following verses:.119. The Shipwrecked Woman and her Child cccclxvi.Actions, Of the Issues of Good and Evil, i. 103..Things, The King who
knew the Quintessence of, i. 239.When King Shah Bekht heard his vizier's speech, he was confounded before him and abashed and marvelled at the gravity of his
understanding and his patience. So he sprang up to him and embraced him and the vizier kissed his feet. Then the king called for a sumptuous dress of honour and cast it
over Er Rehwan and entreated him with the utmost honour and showed him special favour and restored him to his rank and vizierate. Moreover he imprisoned those who
had sought his destruction with leasing and committed unto himself to pass judgment upon the interpreter who had expounded to him the dream. So the vizier abode in the
governance of the realm till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights; and this (added Shehrzad) is all, O king of the age, that hath come down to us of King Shah Bekht
and his vizier..? ? ? ? ? a. The Cat and the Mouse dcix.They have shut out thy person from my sight, iii. 43..? ? ? ? ? Me, till I stricken was therewith, to love thou didst
excite, And with estrangement now, alas! heap'st sorrows on my spright..? ? ? ? ? My transports I conceal for fear of those thereon that spy; Yet down my cheeks the tears
course still and still my case bewray..EL MAMOUN AND ZUBEIDEH (163).? ? ? ? ? Whenas the fire of passion flamed in my breast, with tears, Upon the day of wailing, to
quench it I was fain..I kissed his hand and thanked him, and as I was walking about, [waiting,] up came the guards and eunuchs with the women, who were weeping and
crying out and taking leave of one another. The eunuchs cried out to us, whereupon we came with the boat, and they said to the boatman, "Who is this?" "This is my mate,"
answered he, "[whom I have brought,] to help me, so one of us may keep the boat, whilst another doth your service." Then they brought out to us the women, one by one,
saying, "Throw them [in] by the Island;" and we answered, "It is well." Now each of them was shackled and they had made a jar of sand fast about her neck. We did as the
eunuchs bade us and ceased not to take the women, one after another, and cast them in, till they gave us my mistress and I winked to my comrade. So we took her and
carried her out into mid-stream, where I gave her the empty calabashes (188) and said to her, "Wait for me at the mouth of the canal." Then we cast her in, after we had
loosed the jar of sand from her neck and done off her fetters, and returned..? ? ? ? ? Oft as I strove to make her keep the troth of love, Unto concealment's ways still would
she turn aside..147. Isaac of Mosul and his Mistress and the Devil dcxcr.68. Kisra Anoushirwan and the Village Damsel dcliii.So they all arose and repaired to El Anca, who
abode in the Mountain Caf. (248) When she saw them, she rose to them and saluted them, saying, 'O my ladies, may I not be bereaved of you!' Quoth Wekhimeh to her,
'Who is like unto thee, O Anca? Behold, Queen Es Shuhba is come to thee.' So El Anca kissed the queen's feet and lodged them in her palace; whereupon Tuhfeh came up
to her and fell to kissing her and saying, 'Never saw I a goodlier than this favour.' Then she set before them somewhat of food and they ate and washed their hands; after
which Tuhfeh took the lute and played excellent well; and El Anca also played, and they fell to improvising verses in turns, whilst Tuhfeh embraced El Anca every moment.
Quoth Es Shuhba, 'O my sister, each kiss is worth a thousand dinars;' and Tuhfeh answered, 'Indeed, a thousand dinars were little for it.' Whereat El Anca laughed and on
the morrow they took leave of her and went away to Meimoun's palace. (249).? ? ? ? ? In my soul the fire of yearning and affliction rageth aye; Lo, I burn with love and
longing; nought in answer can I say..Thief, A Merry Jest of a, ii. 186.
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