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so great for your own entire life and you. She stepped on a broken-off chair leg, lost her balance, and fell backward into the side of the bed.."The one I'm about to start is Dr

Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, which is maybe pretty scary.".Still cautious, Junior approached the back door, the window. Vanadium's body lay on the car floor, wrapped in the

tumbled blanket..Junior decided to attend the festivities, after all, motivated by the prospect of connecting with a woman more pliant than the Bavol Poriferan

sculpture.."Getting her into her shoes and coat sooner than Monday required a bribe," Wally said..Junior's fear gave way to an appreciation for the irony in this situation.

Gradually, he regained the ability to smile, tossed the coin in the air, caught it, and dropped it in his pocket..Junior realized he was on the verge of babbling, and with an

effort, he silenced himself..Then came the Year of the Tiger, 1974. Gasoline shortages, panic buying, mile-long lines at service stations. Patty Hearst kidnapped. Nixon

gone in disgrace. Hank Aaron toppled Babe Ruth's longstanding home-run record, and the inflation rate topped fifteen percent, and the legendary Muhammad Ali defeated

George Foreman to regain his world-heavyweight title..They could not have been more solemn or more respectful if Naomi's corpse--stitched back together, pumped full of

embalming fluid, painted with pancake makeup, dressed in white, with her cold hands clasping a Bible to her breast-had been reposing in a casket in this very room,

surrounded by flowers and awaiting the arrival of mourners. They were all polite, soft-spoken, sad-eyed, oozing unctuous concern--and so full of feverish calculation that

Junior wouldn't have been surprised if they had set off the ceiling-mounted fire sprinklers.."Oh, it certainly is! It certainly is enough! But ... I don't regret much, you know. But

I do regret not being here to see why you and Angel have been brought together. I know it'll be something lovely, Barty. Something so fine.".And though Barty was not shy,

neither was he a show-off. He didn't seek praise for his accomplishments, and in fact, they were little known outside of his immediate family. His satisfaction came entirely

from learning, exploring, growing..The driver shook his head. "I knew everything anyone would need to know about you when I heard you ask your kid what would happen if

the stupid boogeyman showed up in her dream.".He woke several times that night, instantly alert for a ghostly serenade, but he heard no otherworldly crooning..The

detective wasn't the only person in the world who liked "Someone to Watch over Me." Anyone in the lounge might have requested it. Or maybe this number was part of the

pianist's usual repertoire..Meanwhile, he became an accomplished meditator. Guided by Bob Chicane, Junior progressed from concentrative meditation with seed the

mental image of a bowling pin-to meditation without seed. This advanced form is far more difficult, because nothing is visualized, and the purpose is to concentrate on

making the mind utterly blank..And had Phimie, retrieved from death by the resuscitation procedures of the surgical team, repaid Nella's kindness with her own stunning

message to Lipscomb?."That's exactly how I hoped he would be." Relieved, he followed Agnes to the living room. "Listen, Aggie, you know, I don't have anything against

Jacob, but-".holding hands as they watched John Wayne in The Searchers, David Niven in Around the World in 80 Days. They were so young then, sure they would live

forever, and they were still young now, but for one of them, forever had arrived..She left him sore in places that had never been sore before. Yet he was more stressed out

on Thursday than he'd been on Wednesday.."No. The information I gave you came from the coroner's office, which issued the death certificate. But even if I got into St.

Mary's records, there wouldn't be a hint of where Catholic Family Services placed this baby."."Why should I care whether you have any peace?" she asked, and she

seemed to be listening to a woman other than herself..He realized that like so many women, Seraphim wanted it, asked for it-yet had no place in her self-image to

accommodate the truth that she was sexually aggressive. She wanted to think of herself as shy, demure, virginal, as innocent as a minister's daughter ought to be which

meant that to get what she wanted, she required Junior to be a brute. He was happy to oblige..The morning that it happened, Tom Vanadium rose later than usual, shaved,

showered, and then used the telephone in Paul's downstairs study to call Max Bellini in San Francisco and to speak, as well, with authorities in both the Oregon State Police

and the Spruce Hills Police Department..The doors slid open, and they rolled Barty corridor to corridor, past the scrub sinks, to a waiting surgical nurse in green cap, mask,

and gown. She alone effected his transfer into the positive pressure of the surgery..At nearly forty years of age, Edom still dreamed of that grim summer afternoon, although

not as often as in the past. When it troubled his sleep these days, it was a nightmare that gradually metamorphosed into a dream of tenderness and hope. Until the last few

years, he'd always awakened when the roses were being jammed into his mouth or when the thorns flicked through his eyelashes, or when Agnes began to strike their

father with the Bible, thus seeming to assure worse punishment. This additional act, this transition from horror to hope before he woke, had been added when Agnes was

pregnant with Barty. Edom didn't know why this should be so, and he didn't try to analyze it. He was simply grateful for the change, because he woke now in a state of

peace, never with worse than a shudder, no longer with a hoarse cry of anguish..Junior shuddered. Vanadium hadn't invented the name. It had genuine if inexplicable

resonance with Junior that had nothing to do with the detective..Lined up on the kitchen table were green-grape-and-apple pies. The thick domed crusts, with their deeply

fluted edges, were the coppery gold of precious coins..He pressed the muzzle of the weapon against the girl's forehead and said, "Naomi, Seraphim, you were exquisite

lovers, but you've got to be realistic. There's no way we can have a life together.".A SEVERE THIRST INDICATED to Agnes that she wasn't dead. There would be no thirst

in paradise..The glittering room appeared unchanged. Even the piano player seemed to be the man who'd been at the keyboard back then, though his yellow-rose

boutonniere and probably his tuxedo, as well, were new.."Other Bartys and other Agneses in other houses like this-all here together now.".Before he could replay the

memory for further contemplation, Junior saw Ichabod exiting the house. The man returned to the Buick, seeming to float through the mist, like a phantom on a moor. He

started the engine, quickly hung a U-turn in the street, and drove uphill to the house from which he had earlier collected Bartholomew..As yet, he hadn't taken either an

antiemetic or antihistamine to ward off vomiting and hives, because he wanted to medicate -against those conditions as shortly before the violence as was practical, to

ensure maximum protection. He'd intended to dose himself only after he followed Celestina home from the gallery and could be reasonably certain that he had located the

lair of Bartholomew..Maybe he would get lucky, and an airliner would fall out of the sky right now, right here, obliterating him in an instant..Without the pillow, she wouldn't

have been able to lift her head to look toward the back of the ambulance..As Barty ascended higher, Agnes's fear became purer, but at the same time, she was filled with a

wonderful, irrational exhilaration. That this could be accomplished, that the darkness could be overcome, struck music from the harpstrings of the soul. From time to time,

the boy paused, perhaps to rest or to mull over the three-dimensional map in his incredible mind, and every time that he started upward again, he put his hands in exactly

the right place, whereupon Agnes would speak a silent inner yes! Her heart was with Barty high in the tree, her heart in his, as he had been with her, safe inside her womb,

on the rainy twilight that she had ridden the spinning, tumbling car to widowhood..He looked up into the eyes of the stocky man with the birthmark. They were gray eyes,
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hard as nail heads, but clear and surprisingly beautiful in that otherwise unfortunate face..Carrying him to the window, gazing up at the stars, the moon, she said, "I'll always

read to you, Barty.".Focus, Caesar Zedd teaches, is the sole quality that separates millionaires from the flea-ridden, sore-pocked, urine-soaked winos who five in cardboard

boxes and discuss vintages of Ripple with their pet rats. Millionaires have it, winos don't. Likewise, nothing but the ability to focus separates an Olympic athlete from a

cripple who lost his legs in a car wreck. The athlete has focus, and the cripple doesn't. After all, Zedd notes, if the cripple had it, he would have been a better driver, an

Olympic athlete, and a millionaire..When the waiter had gone, -Tom said, "Don't worry about abetting a crime. If I had to pop Cain to prevent him from hurting someone, I

wouldn't hesitate. But I'd never act as judge and jury otherwise.".In the dark dumpster, tormented by ceaseless torrents of what-ifs, convinced that the spirit of Vanadium

was going to slam the lid and lock him in with a revivified corpse, Junior had for a while been reduced to the condition of a helpless child. Paralyzed by fear, withdrawn to

the corner of the dumpster farthest from the putrefying pianist, squatting in trash, he had shaken with such violence that his castanet teeth had chattered in a frenzied

flamenco rhythm to which his bones seemed to knock, knock, like boot heels on a dance floor. He had heard himself whimpering but couldn't stop, had felt tears of shame

burning down his cheeks but couldn't halt the flow, had felt his bladder ready to burst from the needle prick of terror but bad with heroic effort managed to refrain from

wetting his pants..Those ominous words again, turning through his memory, reel to reel. This time he actually heard them spoken. The voice commanded minded attention

with a deeper timbre and crisper diction than his own..Requital. Restitutional apology, which must have been learned in a law school where English was the second

language. Even atonement..Someone named Bartholomew had adopted Seraphim's son and named the boy after himself Junior applied the patience learned through

meditation to the task at hand, and instinctively, he soon evolved a motivating mantra that continuously cycled through his mind while he studied the telephone directories:

Find the father, kill the son..From San Francisco south to Orange County Airport on a crowded commuter flight, then farther south along the coast by rental car, Paul

Damascus brought Grace, Celestina, and Angel to the Lampion house. "Before we go to my place, there's someone I very much want you to meet. She's not expecting us,

but I'm sure it'll be okay.".This morning, Damascus had left the house early, before Vanadium came downstairs, which was perfect for Junior's purposes. While the maniac

cop was finishing his shave and shower, Junior crept upstairs to check his room. He discovered the revolver in the second of the three places that he expected it to be, did

his work, and returned the weapon to the nightstand drawer in precisely the position that he had found it. Narrowly avoiding an encounter with Vanadium in the hall, he

retreated to the ground floor. After some fussing over the most effective placement, he left the quarter and the luggage-just as Vanadium, the human stump, clumped down

the stairs. Junior experienced an unexpected delay when the detective spent half an hour making phone calls from the study, but then Vanadium went into the kitchen,

allowing him to slip out of the house and complete his work..At last: the humiliating backless gown, the precious drugs, even a pretty nurse who seemed to like him, and

then oblivion..Yet in her heart, she wouldn't relinquish hope for a miracle. This was an amazing boy, a prodigy, a boy who could walk where the rain wasn't, already himself

a miracle, and it seemed that anything might happen, that Dr. Chan might suddenly rush into the waiting room, surgical mask dangling from his neck, face aglow, with news

of a spontaneous rejection of the cancer..Now, since he didn't intend to date this woman again, he grabbed the only chance he might ever have to learn the intimate,

eccentric details of her life. He began in her kitchen, with the contents of the refrigerator and cupboards, concluding his tour in her bedroom..Either this chatterbox was at all

times a babbling airhead or Junior particularly disconcerted him..Downstairs again, as Agnes reached the foot of the stairs, she began to worry that she had done too

thorough a job on the khakis and that the extent of the damage would raise suspicions..Two things about him were remarkable, beginning with his face. His head was

wrapped with white gauze bandages, so he looked like Claude Rains in The Invisible Man or like Humphrey Bogart in that movie about the escaped convict who has plastic

surgery to foil the police and to start a new life with Lauren Bacall. Blond hair sprouted from the top of the elaborate wrappings. Otherwise, only his eyes, his nostrils, and

his lips were uncovered..Sitting on the edge of the bed, Maria lightly salted the runny eggs and spooned them into Agnes's mouth. "Eggs is as chickens does.".Caught

unaware by the joke, she laughed. "Well, I'm glad to know I'm good for something. Is there maybe a special pie you'd like me to make today?".Friday brought Scamp again,

all of Scamp, all day, every way, wall-to-wall Scamp, so on Saturday he hadn't enough energy to do more than shower..She curled up in the armchair, watching Barty. She

was greedy for the sight of him. She thought she would not doze off, but would spend the night watching over him, yet exhaustion defeated her.."You'll do better away from

the ships, all the fighting and raiding. The King's working the old mines at Samory, round the mountain. There you'd be out of his way. Work for him you must, if you want to

stay alive. I'll see that you're sent there. If you'll go.".Nolly sighed. "Well, I guess if you were going to just plug him, you could've done that already, soon as you got to

town.".Vanadium hadn't seen the man who had clubbed him from behind and who had smashed his face with a pewter candlestick, but when~ he spoke the name Enoch

Cain, the quality in his eyes was not compassion. No fingerprints had been left, no evidence in the aftermath of the fire at the Bressler house or in the Studebaker hauled

from Quarry Lake..Now he had to focus on being ready for the evening of January 12: the reception for Celestina White's art show. She had adopted her sister's baby. Little

Bartholomew was in her care; and soon, the kid would be within Junior's reach..Wally had disposed of his properties in San Francisco under Tom's careful supervision. Any

attempt to trace him from the city to Bright Beach would fail. His vehicles were purchased through a corporation, and his new house had been bought through a trust named

after his late wife..A siren in the city wailed toward St. Mary's. An ambulance. Through streets bustling with hope, always this lament for the dying.."Making too many wrong

choices," Grace White said, "produces too many branches-a gnarled, twisted, ugly growth.".He threw away his necktie, because in the elevator, on the way down from

Renee's-or Rene's--penthouse, and again on the walk back to his apartment, he had scrubbed his tongue with it. On further consideration, he threw away everything that he

had been wearing, including his shoes..During the preparation of the cards, Barty had fallen asleep in his mother's arms, but with the revelation of his name on the ace, he

had awakened again, perhaps because with his head resting on her bosom, he was alarmed by the sudden acceleration of her heartbeat..Tom pointed to the nearly finished

martini that stood on the table before him. Balanced on the thin rim of the glass: impossibly, precariously--the coin..But the boy played no tricks against his father. He took

his beatings in silence and learned to hide his gift..For Agnes and Barty, one stop remained, where some of the joy of Christmas would always be buried with the husband

that she still missed every day and the father that he would never know..According to the cards, Barty would be rich financially, but also in talent, spirit, intellect. Rich in

courage and honor, Maria promised. With a wealth of common sense, good judgment, and luck..From, the darkness of his room, Barty now spoke the words for which
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Agnes had been waiting, his whisper soft yet resonant in the quiet house: "Good-night, Daddy.".Celestina said, "Phimie wasn't a mind reader. That's science fiction, Dr.

Lipscomb.".The apartment had been furnished with only two padded folding chairs and a bare mattress in the living room. The mattress was on the floor, without benefit of a

bed frame or box springs.."Honey," she said, crouching to peer at him through the vertical slats of the playpen, "what're you doing?".Before they set out for the amusement

park, Agnes pulled him aside, held him close, and said, "Listen, kid of mine, I'm not giving up. Don't think I ever would. Let's have fun today. This evening, you and I and

Angel will convene a meeting of the North Pole Society of Not Evil Adventurers"-the girl had become the third member years ago" and all truths will be told and secrets

known. ".Startled, Nolly checked his shirt pocket and withdrew a quarter. "It's not the same one.".The ninth piece was not art, certainly not a work by Griskin, and could

disturb no one half as much as it rattled Junior. Upon a black pedestal stood a pewter candlestick identical to the one that had cracked the skull of Thomas Vanadium and

had added dimension to the cop's previously pan-flat face..When Agnes groaned, one of the shadows spread its wings, moved closer, to the right side of the bed, and

resolved into a nurse.  Agnes's vision had cleared. The nurse was a pretty young woman with black hair and indigo eyes..FOR AMERICANS OF Chinese descent-and San

Francisco has a large Chinese population-1965 was the Year of the Snake. For Junior Cain, it was the Year of the Gun, though it didn't start out that way.."What car?"

Celestina asked, stopping at the bottom of the steps and turning to look.."Can't pay us as well as Losen does. But we could live," Otter argued..Overlaying the birthmark

were brighter stains. The plain face, less homely now, was less flat, too, pocked and torn into a new and horrendous geography..Celestina threw down the weapon even

before she turned, and as two cops entered the room, she cried, "He's getting away!".The boy never mentioned what he'd done, and his mother ceased worrying about him

falling out of bed..In reality, it had been a homely device, a mere box. In memory, it seemed ominous, charged with the evil portent of a nuclear bomb..Google didn't realize

that he was an object of disgust. He wiggled his eyebrows in what he evidently assumed to be an expression of male camaraderie, and he nudged Junior with one

elbow..Round one hit Ichabod in the left thigh, because Junior fired while bringing the weapon up from his side, but the next two were solid torso scores. This was not bad

for an amateur, even if the distance to target was nearly short enough to define their encounter as hand-to-hand combat, and Junior decided that if the deformation of his

left foot hadn't prevented him from fighting in Vietnam, he would have acquitted himself exceptionally well in the war..Although Vanadium had been morally certain about the

identity of his assailant, intuition without evidence was not sufficient to stir the authorities into action-not against a man on whom the state and county had settled

$4,250,000 in the matter of his wife's mortal fall. They would appear either to be incompetent in the investigation of Naomi Cain's death or to be pursuing Enoch in the new

matter out of sheer vindictiveness. Without stacks of evidence, the political risks of acting on a policeman's instinct were too great..As Junior blew his nose and blotted his

eyes, Vanadium said, "I believe YOU actually loved her in some strange way.".They were dining by candlelight. Vanilla-scented bougies stood on the sideboard, across the

room, glimmering in glass chimneys, but Barty pointed instead to five squat red candles distributed through the centerpiece of pine sprays and white carnations..Besides, he

didn't want the police in San Francisco to know that he'd been suspected, by at least one of their kind, of having killed his wife in Oregon. What if one of the locals was

curious enough to request a copy of the case file on Naomi's death, and what if in that file, Vanadium had made reference to Junior waking from a nightmare, fearfully

repeating Bartholomew? And then what if Junior eventually located the right Bartholomew and eliminated the little bastard, and then what if the local cop who'd read the

case file connected one Bartholomew to the other and started asking questions? Admittedly, that was a stretch. Nevertheless, he hoped to fade from the SFPD's awareness

as soon as possible and live henceforth beyond their ken..Maria, puzzled but cooperative, left the room as instructed, and Barty removed the correct book from the stack on

the table, without anyone's guidance. He sat in the armchair at his mother's side and began to read:.If Junior were weak-minded enough to succumb to madness, this was

the moment when he should have fallen into an abyss of insanity. He heard an internal cracking, felt a terrible splintering in his mind, but he held himself together with sheer

willpower, remembering to breathe slowly and deeply..As terrible as the situation was for Barty, Agnes knew that it was equally difficult for Paul. She could only hold him in

the night, and let herself be held. And more than once, she told him, "If worse comes to worst, don't you go walking again."."I'll show you some. That's what Gelluk's after.

The ore of watermetal. Watermetal eats all the other metals, even gold, see.."A wonderful wedding," Celestina promised her, taking a pair of pajamas from a dresser

drawer..She looked down at her clutched hands. Made for work, these hands, and always ready to take on any task. Strong, nimble, reliable hands, but useless to her now,

unable to perform the one miracle she needed. "Barty's birthday is in eight days. I was hoping. . .".Holding the mug in his right hand, Tom picked up the coin and rolled it

across the knuckles of his left. Paul's quarter, after all. A two-bit temptation to panic. As gifted with physical grace as with good looks, Junior stepped into the bedroom

doorway, lithely and with feline stealth. He leaned against the jamb.."And, listen, if you leave too soon behind me, I've got a guy watching, and he'll put a hollow-point

thirty-eight in your ass."
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