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142..Sharpers who cheated each his Fellow, The Two, ii. 28..The prefect bade carry him to his lodging; but one of those in attendance upon him, by name El Muradi, said to
him, "What wilt thou do? This man is clad in rich clothes and on his finger is a ring of gold, the beazel whereof is a ruby of great price; so we will carry him away and slay
him and take that which is upon him of raiment [and what not else] and bring it to thee; for that thou wilt not [often] see profit the like thereof, more by token that this fellow is
a stranger and there is none to enquire concerning him." Quoth the prefect, "This fellow is a thief and that which he saith is leasing." And Noureddin said, "God forbid that |
should be a thief!" But the prefect answered, "Thou liest." So they stripped him of his clothes and taking the ring from his finger, beat him grievously, what while he cried out
for succour, but none succoured him, and besought protection, but none protected him. Then said he to them, "O folk, ye are quit of (12) that which ye have taken from me;
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Eternal," exclaimed he, "I will not sue any for them!" But they said, "We can nowise do this." And the prefect bade them carry him to the Tigris and there slay him and cast
him into the river..They have departed, but the steads yet full of them remain, ii. 239..After that, there appeared a queen, never saw eyes a goodlier than she nor than her
attributes; she was clad in rich raiment, embroidered with pearls and jewels, and on her head was a crown set with various kinds of pearls and jewels. About her were five
hundred slave-girls, high-bosomed maids, as they were moons, screening her, right and left, and she among them as she were the moon on the night of its full, for that she
was the most of them in majesty and dignity. She gave not over walking, till she came to Tuhfeh, whom she found gazing on her in amazement; and when the latter saw her
turn to her, she rose to her, standing on her feet, and saluted her and kissed the earth before her..Then her case changed and her colour paled; and when Shefikeh saw her
mistress in this plight, she repaired to her mother and told her that the lady Mariyeh refused meat and drink. "Since when hath this befallen her?" asked the queen, and
Shefikeh answered, "Since yesterday;" whereat the queen was confounded and betaking herself to her daughter, that she might enquire into her case, found her as one
dead. So she sat down at her head and Mariyeh opened her eyes and seeing her mother sitting by her, sat up for shamefastness before her. The queen questioned her of

her case and she said, "l entered the bath and it stupefied me and weakened me and left an exceeding pain in my head; but | trust in God the Most High that it will

accomplish all whereof he hath need in the market-places." "Hast thou a house?" asked she. "No, by Allah," answered I; "nor is this town my dwelling-place.” "By Allah,"
rejoined she, "nor have | a place; but I will contrive for thee." Then she went on before me and | followed her till she came to a lodging-house and said to the housekeeper,
"Hast thou an empty chamber?" "Yes," answered she; and my mistress said, "Give us the key." So we took the key and going up to see the room, entered it; after which she
went out to the housekeeper and [giving her a dirhem], said to her, "Take the key-money, (110) for the room pleaseth us, and here is another dirhem for thy trouble. Go,
fetch us a pitcher of water, so we may [refresh ourselves] and rest till the time of the noonday siesta pass and the heat decline, when the man will go and fetch the
[household] stuff." Therewith the housekeeper rejoiced and brought us a mat and two pitchers of water on a tray and a leather rug..? ? ? ? ? If slaves thou fain wouldst have
by thousands every day Or, kneeling at thy feet, see kings of mickle might,.32. The Mock Khalif cclxxxvi.Man of Khorassan, his Son and his Governor, Story of the, i.
218..Therewithal Queen Es Shuhba was moved to exceeding delight and said, 'Well done, O queen of delight! None can avail to describe thee. Sing to us on the apple,’
Quoth Tuhfeh, 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then she improvised and sang the following verses:.And the king bade him depart to his own house..109. The Woman who had
a Boy and the other who had a Man to Lover cccexxiv.When the king heard these words, he abode in perplexity and said, "Restore him to the prison till the morrow, so we
may look into his affair, for the day draweth to an end and | mean to put him to death on exemplary wise, and [to-morrow] we will do with him that which he meriteth.".So the
folk gathered together to them and blamed the lackpenny and said to him, ‘Give him the price of that which thou hast eaten.' Quoth he, 'l gave him a dirhem before | entered
the shop;' and the cook said, 'Be everything | sell this day forbidden (15) to me, if he gave me so much as the name of a piece of money! By Allah, he gave me nought, but
ate my food and went out and [would have] made off, without aught [said I]' 'Nay," answered the lackpenny, 'l gave thee a dirhem," and he reviled the cook, who returned his
abuse; whereupon he dealt him a cuff and they gripped and grappled and throttled each other. When the folk saw them on this wise, they came up to them and said to
them, 'What is this strife between you, and no cause for it?' 'Ay, by Allah,' replied the lackpenny, 'but there is a cause for it, and the cause hath a tail!' Whereupon, 'Yea, by
Allah," cried the cook, 'now thou mindest me of thyself and thy dirhem! Yes, he gave me a dirhem and [but] a quarter of the price is spent. Come back and take the rest of
the price of thy dirhem.' For that he understood what was to do, at the mention of the tail; and I, O my brother," added Aboulhusn, "my story hath a cause, which I will tell
thee.".On this wise, O King Shah Bekht," continued the vizier, "is the issue of eagerness for [the goods of] the world and covetise of that which our knowledge embraceth

not; indeed, [whoso doth thus] shall perish and repent Nor, O king of the age, (added he) is this story more extraordinary than that of the sharper and the merchants.".This
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was all the merchant's good; so he said, "O youth, | will play thee another game for the shop." Now the value of the shop was four thousand dinars; so they played and El
Abbas beat him and won his shop, with that which was therein; whereupon the other arose, shaking his clothes, and said to him, "Up, O youth, and take thy shop." So El
Abbas arose and repairing to the shop, took possession thereof, after which he returned to [the place where he had left] his servant [Aamir] and found there the Amir Saad,
who was come to bid him to the presence of the king. El Abbas consented to this and accompanied him till they came before King Ins ben Cais, whereupon he kissed the
earth and saluted him and exceeded (78) in the salutation. Quoth the king to him, "Whence comest thou, O youth?" and he answered, "I come from Yemen.".When she had
made an end of her song, she threw the lute from her hand and wept, whilst the old man wept for her weeping. Then she fell down in a swoon and presently coming to
herself, filled the cup and drinking it off, gave the old man to drink, after which she took the lute and breaking out into song, chanted the following verses:.The king marvelled
at what he saw and questioned him of [how he came by] the knowledge of this. 'O king," answered the old man, 'this [kind of] jewel is engendered in the belly of a creature
called the oyster and its origin is a drop of rain and it is firm to the touch [and groweth not warm, when held in the hand]; so, when [l took the second pearl and felt that] it
was warm to the touch, | knew that it harboured some living thing, for that live things thrive not but in heat.' (209) So the king said to the cook, 'Increase his allowance.' And
he appointed to him [fresh] allowances..Woman of the Barmecides, Haroun er Reshid and the, i. 57..To return to King El Aziz. When his son El Abbas left him, he was
desolated for him with an exceeding desolation, he and his mother; and when tidings of him tarried long and the appointed time passed [and the prince returned not], the
king caused public proclamation to be made, commanding all his troops to make ready to mount and go forth in quest of his son El Abbas at the end of three days, after
which time no cause of hindrance nor excuse should be admitted unto any. So on the fourth day, the king bade number the troops, and behold, they were four-and-twenty
thousand horse, besides servants and followers. Accordingly, they reared the standards and the drums beat to departure and the king set out [with his army], intending for
Baghdad; nor did he cease to fare on with all diligence, till he came within half a day's journey of the city and bade his troops encamp in [a place there called] the Green

Meadow. So they pitched the tents there, till the country was straitened with them, and set up for the king a pavilion of green brocade, broidered with pearls and jewels..? ?

? ? ? ? a. The First Old Man's Story iv.When she had made an end of her verses, she considered her affair and said in herself, 'By Allah, all these things have betided by
the ordinance of God the Most High and His providence and this was written and charactered upon the forehead.' Then she landed and fared on till she came to a spacious
place, where she enquired of the folk and hired a house. Thither she straightway transported all that was in the ship of goods and sending for brokers, sold all that was with
her. Then she took part of the price and fell to enquiring of the folk, so haply she might scent out tidings [of her lost husband]. Moreover, she addressed herself to lavishing
alms and tending the sick, clothing the naked and pouring water upon the dry ground of the forlorn. On this wise she abode a whole year, and every little while she sold of
her goods and gave alms to the sick and the needy; wherefore her report was bruited abroad in the city and the folk were lavish in her praise..Then he raised his head to the
Magian and said to him, 'Say thy say, thou also.' So the Magian said, 'This is my slave-girl, whom | bought with my money from such a land and for so many dinars, and |
made her my favourite (67) and loved her with an exceeding love and gave her charge over my good; but she betrayed me in my substance and plotted with one of my
servants to slay me, tempting him by promising him that she would be his wife. When | knew this of her and was certified that she purposed treason against me, | awoke
[from my heedlessness] and did with her that which | did, of fear for myself from her craft and perfidy; for indeed she is a beguiler with her tongue and she hath taught these
two youths this pretence, by way of trickery and of her perfidy and malice: so be thou not deluded by her and by her talk.".Then said Er Razi to El Merouzi, '‘Come with me to
my city, for that it is nearer [than thine].' So he went with him, and when he came to his lodging, he said to his wife and household and neighbours, 'This is my brother, who
hath been absent in the land of Khorassan and is come back.' And he abode with him in all honour and worship three days' space. On the fourth day, Er Razi said to him,
'Know, O my brother, that | purpose to do somewhat' 'What is it?" asked El Merouzi. Quoth the other, 'l mean to feign myself dead and do thou go to the market and hire two
porters and a bier. [Then come back and take me up and go round about the streets and markets with me and collect alms on my account.] (34).All this while the Khalif was
diverting himself with watching him and laughing, and at nightfall he bade one of the slave-girls drop a piece of henbane in the cup and give it to Aboulhusn to drink. So she
did as he bade her and gave Aboulhusn the cup, whereof no sooner had he drunken than his head forewent his feet [and he fell down, senseless]. Therewith the Khalif
came forth from behind the curtain, laughing, and calling to the servant who had brought Aboulhusn to the palace, said to him, "Carry this fellow to his own place." So
Mesrour took him up [and carrying him to his own house], set him down in the saloon. Then he went forth from him and shutting the saloon-door upon him, returned to the
Khalif, who slept till the morrow..One day he went forth to the chase and left Tuhfeh in her pavilion. As she sat looking upon a book, with a candlestick of gold before her,
wherein was a perfumed candle, behold, a musk-apple fell down before her from the top of the saloon. (190) So she looked up and beheld the Lady Zubeideh bint el Casim,
(191) who saluted her and acquainted her with herself, whereupon Tuhfeh rose to her feet and said, 'O my lady, were | not of the number of the upstarts, | had daily sought
thy service; so do not thou bereave me of thine august visits.' (192) The Lady Zubeideh called down blessings upon her and answered, 'By the life of the Commander of the
Faithful, | knew this of thee, and but that it is not of my wont to go forth of my place, | had come out to do my service to thee.' Then said she to her, 'Know, O Tuhfeh, that
the Commander of the Faithful hath forsaken all his concubines and favourites on thine account, even to myself. Yea, me also hath he deserted on this wise, and | am not
content to be as one of the concubines; yet hath he made me of them and forsaken me, and | am come to thee, so thou mayst beseech him to come to me, though it be but
once a month, that | may not be the like of the handmaids and concubines nor be evened with the slave-girls; and this is my occasion with thee.' 'Hearkening and
obedience,’ answered Tuhfeh. '‘By Allah, O my lady, | would well that he might be with thee a whole month and with me but one night, so thy heart might be comforted, for
that | am one of thy handmaids and thou art my lady in every event.' The Lady Zubeideh thanked her for this and taking leave of her, returned to her palace..? ? ? ? ? No sin
is there in drinking of wine, for it affords All that's foretold (117) of union and love and happy cheer..? ? ? ? ? p. The Page who feigned to know the Speech of Birds dxcii.? ?
? ? ? Yea, to Baghdad | came, where rigour gave me chase And | was overthrown of cruelty and pride..There was once in the land [of Egypt and] the city of Cairo, [under

the dynasty] of the Turks, (84) a king of the valiant kings and the exceeding mighty Sultans, by name El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari. (85) He was used
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to storm the Islamite strongholds and the fortresses of the Coast (86) and the Nazarene citadels, and the governor of his [capital] city was just to the folk, all of them. Now EI
Melik ez Zahir was passionately fond of stories of the common folk and of that which men purposed and loved to see this with his eyes and hear their sayings with his ears,
and it befell that he heard one night from one of his story-tellers (87) that among women are those who are doughtier than men of valour and greater of excellence and that
among them are those who will do battle with the sword and others who cozen the quickest-witted of magistrates and baffle them and bring down on them all manner of
calamity; whereupon quoth the Sultan, 'l would fain hear this of their craft from one of those who have had to do theiewith, so | may hearken unto him and cause him tell.'

And one of the story-tellers said, 'O king, send for the chief of the police of the town.".106. The Man's Dispute with the Learned Woman of the relative Excellence of the

STORY..Men and our Lord Jesus, The Three, i. 282..The Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh laughed and returned to the palace; and he gave Aboulhusn the thousand dinars,
saying, "Take them as a thank-offering for thy preservation from death," whilst the princess did the like with Nuzhet el Fuad. Moreover, the Khalif increased Aboulhusn in his
stipends and allowances, and he [and his wife] ceased not [to live] in joy and contentment, till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and Sunderer of Companies, he
who layeth waste the palaces and peopleth the tombs..? ? ? ? ? h. llan Shah and Abou Temam cccclxvi.So saying, she rose [and going] to a chest, took out therefrom six
bags full of gold and said to me, "This is what | took from Amin el Hukm's house. So, if thou wilt, restore it; else the whole is lawfully thine; and if thou desire other than this,
[thou shalt have it;] for | have wealth in plenty and | had no design in this but to marry thee." Then she arose and opening [other] chests, brought out therefrom wealth galore
and | said to her, "O my sister, | have no desire for all this, nor do | covet aught but to be quit of that wherein | am." Quoth she, "I came not forth of the [Cadi's] house without
[making provision for] thine acquittance.".Young Men, El Hejjaj and the Three, i. 53..When the king heard this, he said, 'This proof sufficeth me," and rising forthright in the
night, let bring the youth and the eunuch. Then he examined the former's throat with a candle and saw [the scar where] it [had been] cut from ear to ear, and indeed the
place had healed up and it was like unto a stretched-out thread. Therewithal the king fell down prostrate to God, [in thanksgiving to Him] for that He had delivered the prince
from all these perils and from the stresses that he had undergone, and rejoiced with an exceeding joy for that he had wrought deliberately and had not made haste to slay
him, in which case sore repentance had betided him. As for the youth," continued the young treasurer, "he was not saved but because his term was deferred, and on like
wise, O king, is it with me; | too have a deferred term, which | shall attain, and a period which | shall accomplish, and | trust in God the Most High that He will give me the
victory over these wicked viziers."."He shall not come in to me. Who is at the door, other than he?" "El Akhtel et Teghlibi," (56) answered Adi; and Omar said, "He is the
unbeliever who says in his verse ..." [And he repeated the following:].? ? ? ? ? They have shut out thy person from my sight; They cannot shut thy memory from my
spright..When she had made an end of her song, she wept till she made the bystanders weep and the Lady Zubeideh condoled with her and said to her, "God on thee, O
Sitt el Milah, sing us somewhat, so we may hearken to thee." "Hearkening and obedience," answered the damsel and sang the following verses:.Then the old queen and
her daughter and son-in-law embarked in the ship and setting sail, fared on till they came to the land of Mekran. Their arrival there befell at the last of the day; so they
passed the night in the ship, and when the day was near to break, the young king went down from the ship, that he might go to the bath, and made for the market. As he
drew near the bath, the cook met him by the way and knew him; so he laid hands on him and binding his arms fast behind him, carried him to his house, where he clapped
the old shackles on his feet and straightway cast him back into his whilom place of duresse..107. Abou Suweid and the Handsome Old Woman ccccxxiii.? ? ? ? ? f. The
King's Son who fell in Love with the Picture dccexciv.Then she mounted the mule and repairing to the palace of the Commander of the Faithful, went in to him and kissed
the earth before him. Quoth he to her, as who should make mock of her, "I doubt not but thou hast found thy lord." "By thy felicity and the length of thy continuance [on life,]"
answered she, "I have indeed found him!" Now Er Reshid was leaning back; but, when he heard this, he sat up and said to her, "By my life, [is this thou sayest] true?" "Ay,
by thy life!" answered she; and he said, "Bring him into my presence, so | may see him." But she replied, "O my lord, there have betided him many stresses and his charms
are changed and his favour faded; and indeed the Commander of the Faithful vouchsafed me a month; wherefore | will tend him the rest of the month and then bring him to
do his service to the Commander of the Faithful." Quoth Er Reshid, "True; the condition was for a month; but tell me what hath betided him." "O my lord," answered she,
"may God prolong thy continuance and make Paradise thy place of returning and thy harbourage and the fire the abiding-place of thine enemies, when he presenteth
himself to pay his respects to thee, he will expound to thee his case and will name unto thee those who have wronged him; and indeed this is an arrear that is due to the
Commander of the Faithful, in (41) whom may God fortify the Faith and vouchsafe him the mastery over the rebel and the froward!".So he repaired to the scribe, who wrote
him the scroll, and he brought it to his master, who set it on the door and said to the damsel, "Art thou satisfied?" "Yes," answered she. "Arise forthright and get thee to the
place before the citadel, where do thou foregather with all the mountebanks and ape-dancers and bear-leaders and drummers and pipers and bid them come to thee
to-morrow early, with their drums and pipes, what time thou drinkest coffee with thy father-in-law the Cadi, and congratulate thee and wish thee joy, saying, ‘A blessed day,
O son of our uncle! Indeed, thou art the vein (266) of our eye! We rejoice for thee, and if thou be ashamed of us, verily, we pride ourselves upon thee; so, though thou
banish us from thee, know that we will not forsake thee, albeit thou forsakest us." And do thou fall to strewing dinars and dirhems amongst them; whereupon the Cadi will
question thee, and do thou answer him, saying, 'My father was an ape-dancer and this is our original condition; but out Lord opened on us [the gate of fortune] and we have
gotten us a name among the merchants and with their provost..By Allah, come ye forth to me, for lo, I'm come to you | May he who's wronged the victory get and God
defend the right! (70).So the wicked man attained that which he sought of the vizier and the case was prolonged till the affairs of the kingdom became disordered, by dint of
ill governance, and the most part of the king's empery fell away from him and he came nigh unto ruin. Therewithal he was certified of the loyalty of his [late] skilful vizier and
the excellence of his governance and the justness of his judgment. So he sent after him and brought him and the wicked man before him and summoning the grandees of
his realm and the chiefs of his state to his presence, gave them leave to talk and dispute and forbade the wicked man from that his lewd opinion. (80) Then arose that wise
and skilful vizier and praised God the Most High and lauded Him and glorified Him and hallowed Him and attested His unity and disputed with the wicked man and

overcame him and put him to silence; nor did he cease from him till he enforced him to make confession of repentance [and turning away] from that which he had
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believed..Thy presence honoureth us and we, i. 13..? ? ? ? ? v. The Stolen Purse dccccexcix.Presently, there came in upon us a spunger, without leave, and we went on
playing, whilst he played with us. Then quoth the Sultan to the Vizier, "Bring the spunger who cometh in to the folk, without leave or bidding, that we may enquire into his
case. Then will | cut off his head." So the headsman arose and dragged the spunger before the Sultan, who bade cut off his head. Now there was with them a sword, that
would not cut curd; (151) so the headsman smote him therewith and his head flew from his body. When we saw this, the wine fled from our heads and we became in the
sorriest of plights. Then my friends took up the body and went out with it, that they might hide it, whilst | took the head and made for the river..Now it befell, by the ordinance
of God the Most High and His providence, that Caesar, king of the Greeks, the husband of Melik Shah's mother Shah Khatoun, [went forth to the chase that day]. He started
a head of game, he and his company, and chased i, till they came up with it by that pit, whereupon one of them lighted down from his horse, to slaughter it, hard by the
mouth of the pit. He heard a sound of low moaning from the bottom of the pit} so he arose and mounting his horse, waited till the troops were assembled. Then he
acquainted the king with this and he bade one of his servants [descend into the pit]. So the man descended and brought out the youth [and the eunuch], aswoon..On this
wise they abode till the morning, tasting not the savour of sleep; and when the day lightened, behold, the eunuch came with the mule and said to Sitt el Milah, "The
Commander of the Faithful calleth for thee." So she arose and taking her lord by the hand, committed him to the old man, saying, "I commend him to thy care, under God,
(40) till this eunuch cometh to thee; and indeed, O elder, | owe thee favour and largesse such as filleth the interspace betwixt heaven and earth.".? ? ? ? ? When clear'd my
sky was by the sweet of our foregathering And not a helper there remained to disuniting Fate,.Er Reshid was like to lose his wits for amazement at this sight and was
confounded at this that he beheld and witnessed. Then said he to Tuhfeh, 'Come, tell me thy story from first to last, [and let me know all that hath betided thee,] as if | had
been present' She answered with 'Hearkening and obedience,' and fell to telling him [all that had betided her] first and last, from the time when she first saw the Sheikh
Aboultawaif, how he took her and descended with her through the side of the draught-house; and she told him of the horse she had ridden, till she came to the meadow
aforesaid and described it to him, together with the palace and that which was therein of furniture, and related to him how the Jinn rejoiced in her and that which she had
seen of the kings of them, men and women, and of Queen Kemeriyeh and her sisters and Queen Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth Sea, and Queen Es Shuhba, Queen of
Queens, and King Es Shisban, and that which each one of them had bestowed upon her. Moreover, she told him the story of Meimoun the Sworder and described to him
his loathly favour, which he had not consented to change, and related to him that which befell her from the kings of the Jinn, men and women, and the coming of the Queen
of Queens, Es Shuhba, and how she had loved her and appointed her her vice-queen and how she was thus become ruler over all the kings of the Jinn; and she showed
him the patent of investiture that Queen Es Shuhba had written her and told him that which had betided her with the Ghoul-head, whenas it appeared to her in the garden,
and how she had despatched it to her palace, b